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The GRE Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA) is a vital part of the GRE exam, designed to
assess your ability to think critically and articulate complex ideas in writing. This GRE
Analytical Writing PDF serves as a comprehensive resource, offering an in-depth
exploration of the AWA section, including detailed strategies, practice materials, and scoring
insights to help you achieve a high score.

Overview of GRE Analytical Writing

● Purpose: The GRE AWA evaluates your critical thinking and analytical writing skills
through the "Analyze an Issue" task.

● Importance: A high AWA score can strengthen your application to competitive
graduate programs, showcasing your ability to construct coherent arguments and
engage with complex ideas.

GRE Analytical Writing Format

● Section Breakdown:
○ Task: The AWA consists of a single task: the "Analyze an Issue" essay.
○ Duration: You have 30 minutes to complete the essay.
○ Requirements: Craft a well-structured essay that addresses a given issue,

demonstrating clear reasoning and logical argumentation.
● Structure:

○ Introduction: Present the issue and your position.
○ Body Paragraphs: Develop your arguments with supporting evidence and

examples.
○ Conclusion: Summarize your arguments and restate your position.

Understanding the Analytical Writing Task

● Instructions: The prompt will ask you to evaluate an issue from various
perspectives. You need to construct a clear and reasoned argument for your stance.

● Common Prompts:
○ Technology and Society: Analyze the impact of technology on society.
○ Education: Discuss the effectiveness of a particular educational approach.
○ Government and Power: Evaluate the role of government in addressing

social issues.
○ Arts and Culture: Assess the significance of arts in society.

Scoring Criteria and Rubric

● Score Range: The AWA score ranges from 0.0 to 6.0.
● Criteria:

○ Clarity and Coherence: Clear identification and analysis of the argument.
○ Logical Organization: Well-structured essay with appropriate transitions.
○ Language Proficiency: Effective use of English, including grammar,

vocabulary, and sentence structure.
○ Support and Development: Strong support for the main points with relevant

examples.
● Score Breakdown:
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○ 6.0 – Outstanding: Exceptional analysis and organization with few to no
errors.

○ 5.0 – Strong: Clear and thoughtful analysis with minor flaws.
○ 4.0 – Adequate: Satisfactory analysis but may have some important gaps.
○ 3.0 – Limited: Limited analysis and organization with frequent errors.
○ 2.0 – Seriously Flawed: Minimal understanding and significant issues in

writing.
○ 1.0 – Fundamentally Deficient: Severe and persistent errors with little

coherence.
○ 0.0 – Unscorable: Off-topic or otherwise invalid responses.

Tips for Crafting a High-Scoring Essay

● Planning:
○ Outline: Develop a clear outline before starting your essay.
○ Thesis Statement: Craft a strong thesis that outlines your main argument.

● Writing:
○ Structure: Follow a logical structure with clear transitions between

paragraphs.
○ Evidence: Provide relevant examples and evidence to support your points.

● Editing:
○ Review: Proofread your essay for grammatical errors and clarity.
○ Feedback: Seek feedback from peers or mentors to refine your writing.

Topic Description

Technology and Society Analyze how technological advancements affect social dynamics.

Education Discuss the effectiveness of standardized testing in education.

Government and Power Evaluate the role of government in regulating the economy.

Arts and Culture Assess the importance of cultural preservation in a globalized world.
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Sample Essays and Critiques

High-Scoring Essay Example

Prompt: “The best way to increase the quality of life in a city is to reduce the amount of time
people spend commuting.”

Essay:

Introduction: In contemporary urban environments, reducing commuting time is often cited
as a primary method for improving residents' quality of life. While it is undoubtedly crucial,
focusing exclusively on this aspect overlooks other significant factors that contribute to
overall well-being. This essay argues that while reducing commuting time is beneficial, a
holistic approach encompassing improved public services, green spaces, and economic
opportunities is essential for enhancing life quality.

Body Paragraph 1: First and foremost, reducing commuting time can indeed have a
substantial impact on quality of life. Less time spent in traffic means more time for personal
activities, which can reduce stress and improve mental health. For instance, studies have
shown that long commutes are correlated with higher levels of anxiety and lower overall life
satisfaction. Implementing efficient public transportation systems or encouraging
telecommuting can mitigate these issues.

Body Paragraph 2: However, focusing solely on commuting time might neglect other crucial
factors that influence life quality. For example, urban areas with high crime rates or poor
access to healthcare and education also suffer from diminished life quality. A comprehensive
strategy should include improving public safety, healthcare facilities, and educational
institutions. Without addressing these areas, the reduction in commuting time might not
translate into significant overall improvements in life quality.

Body Paragraph 3: Moreover, investing in green spaces and recreational areas can also
play a pivotal role. Access to parks and recreational facilities provides residents with spaces
to relax and engage in physical activities, contributing positively to both physical and mental
health. Cities like Copenhagen and Vancouver demonstrate that a combination of reduced
commuting time and ample green spaces can create a more balanced and healthy urban
life.

Conclusion: In conclusion, while reducing commuting time is an important factor in
improving city life, it should be part of a broader strategy. Addressing other key areas such
as safety, healthcare, education, and green spaces is essential for a holistic enhancement of
quality of life. A multi-faceted approach will ensure that the benefits of reduced commuting
time are maximized and contribute to an overall better living environment.

Critique:

● Clarity and Coherence (5.0): The essay presents a clear and thoughtful analysis of
the prompt. The ideas are well-developed with logical progression and appropriate
transitions.

● Support and Development (5.0): The essay provides relevant examples and
evidence to support the argument, including references to studies and successful
cities.
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● Language Proficiency (5.0): The essay demonstrates strong control of language,
with varied sentence structures and minimal grammatical errors.

● Structure (5.0): The essay follows a well-organized structure with a clear
introduction, body paragraphs that explore different aspects of the topic, and a
concise conclusion.

Low-Scoring Essay Example

Prompt: “The best way to increase the quality of life in a city is to reduce the amount of time
people spend commuting.”

Essay:

Introduction: Reducing commuting time is the best way to make life better in a city. It will
give people more free time and reduce their stress. People will be happier if they don’t
spend so much time in traffic.

Body Paragraph 1:When people spend less time commuting, they can relax more and do
things they like. This will make them happier and less stressed. For example, if people have
more free time, they can spend it with their families or do hobbies.

Body Paragraph 2: Also, reducing commuting time can help the environment. Less traffic
means less pollution, which is good for everyone. Cleaner air can improve people’s health.

Body Paragraph 3: But, sometimes people still have problems even if they have less
commute time. For instance, some people might not like their jobs or have other issues that
affect their happiness.

Conclusion: In conclusion, reducing commuting time can make life better by giving people
more time to enjoy their lives and reducing pollution. But it’s not the only thing that matters.
Other factors also need to be considered.

Critique:

● Clarity and Coherence (3.0): The essay presents basic ideas but lacks depth and
detailed analysis. Transitions between ideas are weak, affecting the overall
coherence.

● Support and Development (2.5): The essay provides general statements but lacks
specific examples and thorough development of points.

● Language Proficiency (3.0): The language is generally clear but lacks variety and
may have occasional grammatical errors.

● Structure (3.0): The essay has a basic structure but is underdeveloped in terms of
argumentation and evidence. The points made are not sufficiently elaborated or
connected.

Practice Exercises
1. Timed Prompts: Practice Essays with Timed Conditions

Purpose: Simulating test-day conditions is crucial for building familiarity with the GRE
Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA) format and improving time management skills. By
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practicing with timed prompts, you can develop a strategy to effectively organize and
articulate your thoughts under pressure.

How to Implement Timed Prompts:

1. Select Prompts:
○ Source: Use official GRE prep materials, reputable test preparation books, or

online resources like the ETS website.
○ Example Prompt: “The effectiveness of a government program can be

determined solely by its impact on the economic well-being of its citizens.”
2. Set a Timer:

○ Duration: Allocate 30 minutes for each practice essay, as this is the time you
will have on test day.

○ Timer Setup: Use a stopwatch or a timer app to ensure you stay within the
time limit.

3. Write the Essay:
○ Introduction: Clearly state your position on the issue.
○ Body Paragraphs: Develop your argument with relevant examples and

evidence. Ensure each paragraph has a clear point and logical flow.
○ Conclusion: Summarize your argument and restate your position concisely.

4. Review and Revise:
○ After writing, spend a few minutes reviewing your essay. Check for any glaring

issues with grammar, spelling, or coherence.

Benefits:

● Time Management: Helps you get comfortable with the time constraints of the GRE
AWA section.

● Stress Reduction: Familiarizes you with the pressure of timed writing, reducing
test-day anxiety.

● Efficiency: Improves your ability to organize and express your ideas quickly and
clearly.

2. Self-Assessment: Use Provided Criteria to Evaluate Practice Essays

Purpose: Self-assessment helps you identify strengths and weaknesses in your writing. By
evaluating your essays using established criteria, you can make targeted improvements and
enhance your overall GRE AWA performance.

How to Conduct Self-Assessment:

1. Review Evaluation Criteria:
○ Clarity and Coherence: Ensure your essay presents a clear and logically

organized argument.
○ Support and Development: Check if your ideas are well-supported with

relevant examples and evidence.
○ Language Proficiency: Assess the variety and accuracy of your language,

including grammar and sentence structure.
○ Structure: Verify that your essay has a clear introduction, body paragraphs,

and conclusion.
2. Compare with High-Scoring Examples:
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○ Benchmark: Use high-scoring sample essays as a reference to compare with
your own work.

○ Analyze: Look at how these essays handle organization, argument
development, and language use.

3. Use a Rubric:
○ Create a Rubric: Develop a simple rubric with criteria based on the GRE AWA

scoring guidelines (e.g., clarity, support, language control).
○ Rate Your Essay: Score your practice essays using this rubric to get an idea of

where you stand.
4. Identify Areas for Improvement:

○ Strengths: Acknowledge what you did well, such as strong arguments or clear
organization.

○ Weaknesses: Note areas needing improvement, like grammar issues or lack of
detailed examples.

5. Seek Feedback:
○ Peer Review: Share your essays with peers or mentors for additional

feedback.
○ Online Forums: Participate in GRE preparation forums for insights from other

test-takers.

Benefits:

● Targeted Practice: Helps you focus on specific areas that need improvement.
● Progress Tracking: Allows you to track improvements over time and adjust your study

strategy.
● Enhanced Skills: Develops your ability to self-evaluate and refine your writing skills

effectively.
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