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The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is a standardized test that assesses the
readiness of students for graduate-level studies. The exam is divided into three main
sections: Analytical Writing, Verbal Reasoning, and Quantitative Reasoning.
Understanding the GRE exam pattern and its intricacies is crucial for effective preparation.
Here's an in-depth look at each section, along with a detailed breakdown of the exam

structure.
Number of Number of
Section Sections Questions Time Allotted Score Range Content
2 tasks (1 per 0-6 (in half-point | Issue Task, Argument
Analytical Writing 1 section 60 minutes
task) increments) Task
Reading
60 minutes 130-170 (in
20 questions Comprehension, Text
Verbal Reasoning 2 sections (30 minutes 1-point
per section Completion, Sentence
per section) increments)
Equivalence
70 minutes 130-170 (in Arithmetic, Algebra,
Quantitative 20 questions
2 sections (35 minutes 1-point Geometry, Data
Reasoning per section
per section) increments) Analysis
Experimental
1 section Not included in questions for future
Unscored/Research Varies Varies
(unscored) score tests or research

purposes

Section-by-Section Breakdown:
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1. Analytical Writing

e Tasks:
o Issue Task: Present your perspective on an issue of general interest.
o Argument Task: Critically evaluate a given argument.
e Scoring: The section is scored on a scale of 0 to 6 in half-point increments. The
evaluation is based on the clarity of your ideas, the strength of your argument, and
your ability to communicate effectively.

2. Verbal Reasoning

e Content:
o Reading Comprehension: Understand and analyze written material, draw
conclusions, and understand the author’s intent.
o Text Completion: Fill in the blanks in passages with the most appropriate
words or phrases.
o Sentence Equivalence: Select two words that complete a sentence, both of
which result in sentences with similar meanings.
e Scoring: Each section is scored from 130 to 170, in 1-point increments.

3. Quantitative Reasoning

e Content:
o Arithmetic: Fundamental mathematical operations, ratios, percentages.
Algebra: Solving equations, inequalities, and algebraic expressions.
o Geometry: Understanding shapes, angles, and properties of geometric
figures.
o Data Analysis: Interpretation and analysis of data in various forms like
graphs, tables, and charts.
e Scoring: Similar to Verbal Reasoning, each section is scored from 130 to 170, in
1-point increments.

O

Key Features of the GRE Exam Pattern:

e Total Exam Duration: Approximately 3 hours and 45 minutes, including breaks.

e Score Validity: GRE scores are valid for 5 years.

e Unscored/Research Section: This section may appear in the test, and the questions
are used for research purposes or to test new questions. This section does not
contribute to your final score and can appear in any order after the Analytical Writing
section.

e Adaptive Nature: The computer-based GRE adapts to your performance, meaning
the difficulty level of the second section of Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning may
depend on your performance in the first section.

GRE Exam Syllabus Overview
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Section Content Importance

Critical thinking, analytical skills, structuring arguments,
Analytical Writing Assesses argument analysis
and presenting perspectives

Vocabulary, understanding complex texts, logical Measures reading and
Verbal Reasoning
thinking, and synthesizing information comprehension
Quantitative Basic mathematics, data interpretation, quantitative Tests mathematical understanding
Reasoning problem-solving, and logical reasoning and application

Preparing for the GRE 2024
To excel in the GRE 2024, it's essential to:

e Familiarize yourself with the exam pattern: Understanding the structure and
content of each section helps in strategic preparation.

e Practice extensively: Use official GRE practice tests to simulate exam conditions
and identify areas for improvement.

e Focus on weak areas: Spend more time strengthening the sections where you score
lower during practice tests.

e Time management: Learn to manage your time effectively, ensuring you can
complete each section within the allocated time.
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